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DELIVER ME FROM EVIL MEN
Recently, I received an email from an old friend who lives across the country from us.
The email read, “Hello, Hoping this email finds you well, Do you have an account with
Amazon ? Regards.” I intentionally typed the message with the incorrect punctuation
because that is the way it came to me. Immediately, this email threw up some red flags in
my mind. The friend who supposedly sent this email is a retired college professor. I don’t
think he would use wrong punctuation as this email did by using in a comma instead of a
period between sentences. The biggest red flag, though, was the question “Do you have
an account with Amazon?” I immediately called my friend to let him know that his email
had been hacked.
It all goes to show that there are bad people out there who know how to hack into email
accounts and send innocent looking emails asking people for money. If I would reply to
this email, it would not go to my friend's email account but to another account. In time,
these bad people would be asking to use an Amazon account to buy them something, gift
cards, perhaps.
We don’t need fake emails for us to know that there are “bad people out there.” Turn on
the news and we see other things that bad people do, like shoot school children or people
going to church.

David begins Psalm 140 with the prayer: “Deliver me, O LORD, from evil men. … Guard
me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from violent men who have
planned to trip up my feet. The arrogant have hidden a trap for me and with cords they
have spread a net, beside the way they have set snares for me” (Psalm 140:1,4-5). Just
to be clear, the “net” David is referring to is not the internet, although evil men and women
can use the internet to trap us in doing things that we shouldn’t. And I am not just talking
about sending some con artist Amazon gift cards.
David knew what to do when dealing with evil men. He prays. He also knew that the
LORD, was “the strength of [his] salvation” who had “covered [his] head in the day of
battle” (Psalm 140:7). The day would come when “the righteous shall give thanks to [His]
name; the upright shall dwell in [His] presence” (Psalm 140:13).
As we live in this world filled with evil men, we can do as David did and pray to the LORD.
Pray that He would deliver us and save us. He has done both through Jesus.

