
DON’T LET FALSE TEACHERS STEAL YOUR SOUL! 
 

Of late, I have been getting a lot of emails promising a reward if I answer some questions 

about my experience at certain stores.  The first one I got I thought was from Walmart.  The 

subject line offered a $50 Walmart gift card if I would answer a few questions.  I was about 

ready to click on the link until I realized that I had never given my email address to Walmart.  

Since that time, I have gotten similar emails asking about my experience at stores I have 

never shopped at.  
 

After doing some internet detective work, I found that it is a scam.  They want you to answer 

some innocent sounding questions with the hope that they can get information from you so 

that they can steal your identity.  The businesses whose names are associated with these 

emails warn against falling into their trap. 
 

Not long ago, in our Gospel Lesson in church, Jesus talked about some of the signs that the 

end of the world is coming.  One of those signs is that there will be those seeking to lead us 

astray.  Their goal is not to steal our identity; their goal is to steal our soul.  Jesus said, 

“See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name,  

saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after  

them” (Luke 21:8). 
 

We would do well to heed Jesus’ warning.  Even today there are  

those trying to lead us astray.  They may not claim to “He,”  

that is the Messiah; what they do claim is that they are  

proclaiming the truth, even though their “truth” is  

contrary to the truth in God’s Word. 
 

As we enter the season of Advent, we are reminding  

that not only did Jesus come once as a baby born  

in Bethlehem, but He is going to come again.   

When Jesus came the first time, He did all that was  

necessary so that we could be ready for His second  

coming.  He lived a perfect life.  He died a perfect  

death, only to rise again on the third day.  He makes  

us ready for His second coming by working and  

strengthening faith in our hearts through Word and  

Sacrament.  Don’t let anyone tell you anything different! 
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We are making cookies for the lunch following the 

Children’s Christmas service. Sunday School 

families along with ACT kids are asked to 

help decorate cookies following  

the December 14 Advent  

Service. We will begin  

decorating at about 6:45 pm  

and be done by 7:45. We  

are seeking cookie bakers.  

We need 12 dozen cut out  

cookies to decorate. Contact Janice Howkins by 

December 11 if you can help bake cookies. 

COOKIE DECORATING EVENT 
 WEDNESDAY, DEC 14 at 6:45 pm 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

I t  i s  m o r e  b l e s s e d  t o  g i v e  t h a n  t o  r e c e i v e .  Acts 20:35 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
We are excited for our Children’s Christmas Service, “Jesus, God’s Gift to 

You” this Christmas season. We need the help of our parents to pull this off. 

Please help your child memorize their parts and help get them to all  

                     practices. 
 

                          The children have two new songs that they are working on.  

                           Both songs are on the Remind App sent to parents. 7th and  

                           8th grade students need to learn these songs, as well.  

                               Listen to them when you can and help the children learn  

                            them. Thank you! 

PRACTICE DAYS:  

11/27, 12/4, 12/11 during Sunday School  

& Final Dress Rehearsal on Saturday, 12/17 at 9:00 am. 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 SUNDAY, DEC 18 at 10:40 am 

Does your child have a musical 

talent they would like to share? We 

are looking for talented young 

people to perform before the 

Children’s Christmas service as 

people are being  

seated. Please 

contact Janice  

Hawkins if your  

child would like to perform some 

play music. 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

I t  i s  m o r e  b l e s s e d  t o  g i v e  t h a n  t o  r e c e i v e .  Acts 20:35 

MAKING PROGRESS IN  
THE NEW YOUTH ROOM 
Construction has begun in our new youth room, 

and we are making great progress. Many thanks to 

our volunteers helping with the project. We even 

had some eager ACT members come in and help. 

We are excited to complete the project and move 

everything in. Stay tuned! 

TREE DECORATION 
 SUNDAY, DEC 4 

One of the most heart-warming 

traditions during the Christmas  

  season is the day the children hang  

   their personalized (name &  

        baptismal birthday) ornaments  

          on the church tree before   

              singing “O Come, All Ye  

              Faithful” with the St. John’s  

                Choir for the congregation.  

               Once the child is confirmed  

                    they receive their  

                    ornament as a gift with  

                       their confirmation date  

                          added. This year  

                       both Noah & Braden   

                            will receive their  

                               ornaments.  

                         Please have SS kids  

                              arrive by 8:45 am  

                                  dressed in nice  

                     clothes (NOT T-Shirts)  

to meet in the pre-school classroom. 

Teens are invited to attend ACT each 

Wednesday from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Dinner is 

served at 5:00, followed by devotion time and 

activities. Tony Flerlage leads devotion time to 

help teens deal with some tough subjects by 

sharing how the Bible can help them through 

different situations and breaking down God’s 

Word to help them better understand.  
 

The first few weeks were used to get to know 

each other, and the relationships are growing. 

We end each night with highs and lows of the 

week. We look forward to a great future with our 

teens. 



Still wondering about what gift to give to your children for Christmas?  May I suggest gift of a 

copy of your Advanced Directives. Here is my experience with my parent’s life decisions. 
  

When my father was dying from Leukemia, we his children were determined to support him 

and our mother through the medical system, treatment and eventually death.  He never 

verbalized to us what his end-of-life wishes were, leaving all decisions to our mother who by 

that time was displaying symptoms of dementia.  We requested a copy of both of their 

Advanced Directives and while my mother’s end of life wishes were thoughtful and very 

spiritual, my father signed a blank form. 
  

As his disease progressed, it became obvious that treatments were now failing and were now 

the cause of significant unintended side effects.  I could see that treatments were no longer an 

option and that his death was in sight.  At the same time, my mother was convinced that 

Hospice was a sinister way to end his life early.  My youngest brother and I wanted to support 

him as he left this life and entered eternal life with Jesus, while our other brother, wanted as 

much time with dad and wanted more treatment.  We all wanted to do right by the man who 

raised us up right, but we had no idea as what he wanted.  Thanks to the Palliative Care team 

at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital, my dad eventually received the Hospice services that he 

and my mother so very much needed. 
  

Talk to your family, make your wishes known.  Write them down and make sure that your 

doctor has a copy of them.  This may be the greatest gift that you can give to your children.   
  

       Teri Hiller-Baty, RN Parish Nurse   

   REQUESTING UPDATES FOR  
   2023 ANNUAL REPORT 
 It’s that time of year again when we begin updating our annual 

report. Please review your current information in the 2022 

Annual Report by December 15. If you have any changes to 

your information and have not already contacted the church 

office, please call us at 218-927-3170 or email Greta Rose at  

gretakrose@gmail.com. All written reports should be submitted to church 

office by December 15, with Financial Reports as soon as possible after 

January 1. Thank for your attention in helping us ensure information accuracy. 



NEW ST. JOHN’S FUNERAL LUNCH POLICY 
St. John’s Work Groups prepare and serve lunch for funerals. Meal options are: 
 

1) Scallop potatoes and ham with cole slaw, bread/butter, pickles, assorted  

     bars, and coffee/lemonade. 

2) Ham or Turkey sandwiches, potato chips, pickles, assorted bars and  

     coffee/lemonade. 
 

If the family would like other items served, they are responsible to prepare or pay 

someone to prepare and bring to the church for the work group to serve. The work 

groups will need an estimate on how many to expect. The average cost of the meal 

is about $2 per person. Any donation from the family is appreciated. Thank you. 

  

     NEW OFFICERS 
 Congratulations and thank you to everyone who 

was elected as officers of the church at the last 

Voters’ Meeting. Officers for 2023 are: Paul Zenke 

(President), Bruce Schultz (Vice-President), 

Muriel Kingsley (Secretary), Debbie Schultz 

(Treasurer), and  Gina Wold (Financial Secretary). 

Two deacons were elected to fill open spots: Dan Borseth and Jacob Redepenning 

(replacing David Wilke). Additionally, two new Trustees were elected: Scott Wold 

(replacing Jeff Schlagel) and Marv Baty (completing the term for Dick Buhlmann 

who has retired). We would like to also welcome Teri Baty-Hiller as our St. John’s 

Parish Nurse. Thank you to those who have served. We appreciate your service and 

commitment to making St. John’s Church better place to worship. 

WANT TO BE A READER? 
We are always looking for readers. If this is something you would like 

to do, please contact Debbie Schultz at 218-839-4322 to be put on 

the list. Thank you for considering this way to volunteer. 

  



LADIES CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, DEC 6  
 

All the ladies of the congregation are invited to a  

Christmas potluck lunch on December 6 at 11:30 am. It’s time  

to get into the Christmas spirit with some quality fellowship! Bring  

an appetizer, salad or dessert. Lunch will be served at 11:30 am  

followed by games and other Christmas entertainment. Not up  

to making something? We’re sure we will have plenty! Just come! Need a ride? Call 

Debbie Schultz at 218-839-4322. See you there. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Blessings on your special day! 

Nicolette Neutz   December 01 

Richard O'Neil  December 01 

Bryan Zenke  December 01 

Harper Born  December 02 

Kathy Larson  December 02 

Amelia Beaufeaux December 03 

Hannah Slette  December 04 

David Tate  December 05 

McKenzie Wolf December 06 

Kinzer Hill  December 06 

Taya Hawkins  December 07 

Forrest Kobs  December 07 

Carolyn Pagels December 07 

Lyle Orr  December 08 

Tony Anderson December 10 

Marlene Linn  December 10 

Larry Borgman December 12 

 

Aaron Elmquist December 16 

Brian Sell  December 16 

Amanda Rom  December 17 

Thomas Grulke December 20 

Erica Smith  December 22 

Linda Levercom December 23 

John Woodrow December 24 

Brian Rom  December 25 

Ronald Christian December 26 

Steven Elling  December 27 

Deelia Emmons December 27 

Wyett Schoer  December 28 

Sandra Bartel  December 29 

Evyone Ruschmeier  December 29 

Lee Ann Christian December 30 

Ray Williams  December 30 

 *The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any 

mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify the office of any 

mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 


