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JESUS HAS POWER OVER THE DEVIL 
 

In November of this past year, a few of the members of St. John’s and I attended a training 

event on how to respond if there would be an active shooter on the loose in our church 

building.  The training was done by an Aitkin Police Officer.  When I was at the seminary 

that was not anything we were trained in.  
 

It is sad that you have people in the world today who have done great harm to others in 

schools, workplaces, and places of worship.  Today we say that they are “crazy.”  Maybe in 

Bible times they would have said that they are demon possessed.  Maybe that is the way 

we should think about such evil people. 
 

Oh, it is not that they necessarily have a demon who has taken control over them.  But, I 

believe that the Devil is the one who has convinced these people to carry out their evil 

plans.   
 

Of course, the thing we all have to remember is this:  there are times when the Devil has 

convinced us to carry out evil plans.   Our plans may not involve murder;  there are times, 

though, when our plans involve hurting people physically or emotionally.  I wouldn’t say that 

we are demon possessed when we do such things, but we certainly are demon tempted.   
 

Regardless of what we call it, the thing we can remember is that Jesus showed His power 

over the Devil.  Think of how many demons He cast out of those who were truly demon 

possessed.  More importantly, think of how Jesus showed His power over the Devil as He 

lived a perfect life, died and rose again.  Because  

He did all those things, we have forgiveness for all  

those times when we have allowed the Devil to convince  

us to do something contrary to God’s will. 
 

We not only have forgiveness, we also have the promise  

that Jesus will be with us in this life.  That means He can  

help us to do what is right when we are tempted to do  

what is wrong.  It also means that when scary things  

happen He will be by our side. 
 

Hopefully we will never have an active shooter at St. John’s.   

If we do, Jesus will help us to respond in a way that will save  

people’s lives.  
 



Pastor & Mrs. Becker wish to say "Thank You" to all who came to “Christmas with the 

Beckers.” Thanks to all who remembered them this past Christmas season with cards, 

gifts, and food. 

St. John’s is so blessed with a wonderful team of people who worked hard to get 

done all that was needed this past Christmas Season. We especially thank: 
 

• Those who worked hard to decorate the church! 

• Those who donated food to the Aitkin Food Shelf and to those who delivered it. 

• Lisa Flerlage, Janice Hawkins, Greta Rose, the Sunday School teachers and everyone 

else who assisted in working with the Sunday School children to prepare for the 

Children’s Christmas Service – Jesus, God’s Gift to You! 

• Janice Hawkins, Greta Rose, Debbie Schultz, all our Sunday School teachers, and 

students for the Christmas cards that were created and sent to congregation members.  

• To Dan & Beth Borseth, Jim & Karla Schendel, and Kathy Pearson for providing special 

Christmas treat bags for all the children. 

• To Dan, Beth & Maggie Borseth, Tommy & Janice Hawkins, and Jim & Karla Schendel 

for providing and preparing our delicious Christmas dinner/fellowship treat, along with 

Jacob Redepenning, Muriel Kingsley, Florence Landrus, Gina Wold, Russ Crowther, 

and Greg & Nicolette Nuetz for serving, setting up, and cleaning up throughout the 

morning festivities (hope we didn’t forget anyone… thanks to everyone who helped).  

• Thank you to everyone else who pitched in to help clean up following the Children’s 

Service and Christmas dinner. 

• To Paul Zenke and the St. John’s Choir for providing special music                               

for our Christmas Eve service. 

• To Richard Peterson, Connor Rose, Greg Nuetz, and Greta                                          

Rose for sharing Christmas music during worship and                                         

Children’s service. 

• All others, too numerous to name, who will continue to                                                

serve the Lord and St. John’s in the coming year. 

• And finally, to we thank God for sending Jesus to be                                                      

born in a manger and save us all from our sins! 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVED 
THIS PAST CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 





ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
As 2022 comes to an end, we would like to say “Thank 

you” for all the support from our congregation to our 

youth programs at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Youth 

programs are growing and our kids are becoming more 

engaged in being stronger Christians and role models. 

On December 18th, our children showcased 

their talents in, “Jesus, God’s Gift to You” 

during our annual Children’s Christmas 

Service. They did a fantastic job memorizing 

the lines and songs. Be sure to check out the 

performance on our website at 

www.stjohnaitkin.org or on YouTube (search 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  of Aitkin, MN). 

Many thanks to all who assisted in making this 

day extra special for everyone. 

CHILDREN’S SERVICE ONLINE 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who 

helped make December a  great month! 

Parents for getting their kids to church 

and practicing at home on their parts and 

songs. Lisa for volunteering to direct 

the Children’s Service, Greta for all the advertising and behind the scenes work, teachers 

for your patience and help each week as we practiced over and over. Kids for working so 

hard in your songs and parts. Becky and Paul for all things musical!  Congregation for 

always supporting the children and attending the Children’s Service. Borseths, Jacob and 

Schendels for the delicious lunch.  
 

A new year approaches and we plan to go sledding January 15th at Schultz’s! 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SHOUT OUT TO OUR ACT LEADERS! 
It has been an amazing year in getting our teens back together on a 

weekly basis for devotion, games, and activities. The bonds they 

are creating help strengthen their friendships and walk with Christ. 

Thank you to all our amazing leaders for making this happen. 

Each week starts with a yummy dinner served by rotating 

volunteers. Tony Flerlage leads the teens in devotion time and 

talks about some tough topics that teens deal with daily, such as 

suicide, homosexuality, transgender, abortion, politics, difficult 

people, people with opposing views and prayer. He touches on 

how the Bible can help us with these challenging discussions 

and breaks down God’s Word to help them better understand. 
 

Time together is used to build relationships and get to know 

each other better. Games and activities drive home what is 

covered in devotional time and are a big hit with the teens.  
 

The teens are super excited for their new youth room and have 

written Bible passages to be enclosed in the walls. Several 

teens have pitched in with some construction and clean-up. 
 

Teens helped host the Harvest Breakfast in November and look 

forward to other fundraisers throughout the year. Thanks again 

to all who help with this group and volunteering your time to 

create more Active Christian Teens! They meet Wednesdays at 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. All teens invited. 



Water.  Three tiny molecules that have the power to level mountains to hills, used 

in the Holy Sacrament of Baptism and used in metaphors for transitioning from this 

earthly life to eternal life. 
  

Water is also a cornerstone of health.  Our organs depend on adequate hydration 

for optimal function.  I remember as a child, playing outside until we were so thirsty, 

we’d line up at the garden hose and gulp water until we were water-logged.  As we 

age, we lose that thirst drive and as such, older adults are much more at risk for 

chronic dehydration.  Some signs that we are dehydrated is lightheadedness 

especially when you stand up from a sitting position, low blood pressure, 

constipation, dry mouth and lips, skin that is less elastic, fluctuations in blood 

sugars that are hard to explain and frequent bladder infections.  
  

Here are a few suggestions to improve your hydration:  plan water consumption 

into your day by setting specific goals in amount of fluid by what time, drinking 

earlier in the day rather than later in the day to avoid frequent trips 

to the bathroom at night.  Other liquids include milk, fruit juices,  

tea while limiting caffeine, alcohol (which can be dehydrating),  

and sports drinks (which include significant amounts of  

sugars and salt). There are some medical conditions  

that would limit amounts of daily liquid, be sure to  

speak with your primary care 

provider should you have any  

questions. 
  

Drink water to avoid a trip to 

the ER for IV fluids! 

  

Teri Hiller-Baty, RN  Parish Nurse 

 



St. John’s 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING – JAN 22 
The St. John’s Quarterly Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for 

January 22 following our 9:00 am worship service. All new 

members and confirmed members (age 19 or older) are 

encouraged to attend and eligible to be voting members.  

Come, let your voice be heard, and be a part of the decision-making process of 

this church. Our church thrives when we come together on big decisions.  
 

The Church Council, followed by Deacons, will meet on Thursday, January 

5th at 6:00 pm to finalize the agenda for the Voters meeting. 

VOLUNTEER TO SERVE FELLOWSHIP 
We are looking for volunteers to serve fellowship following 

worship in 2023. Treats can be homemade or store bought. 

Please sign up on board near the kitchen. Thank you! 



James Flerlage January 02 

Jeff Butler  January 04 

Maureen Nelson January 04 

Brandon Perrine January 04 

Belinda Hammond January 06 

Rachel Converse January 07 

Tanner Wold  January 09  

Vickie Fossum  January 10 

Nicole Fuller  January 10 

Andrew Gage  January 10  

Aaron Lind-Pashina January 12 

Phylis Volkert  January 12 

Ron Harmon  January 13 

Mary Mikes  January 16 

Maclay Beck  January 17 

Elsie Specht  January 18 

Sabin Christian  January 19 

Stella Sterling  January 20 

 

 
*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Steven Holm  January 20 

Julie Lemire  January 20 

Vicki Patrick  January 21 

Dominick Patrick January 21 

Greg Rono  January 21 

Jeff Schlagel  January 21 

David J. Wilke  January 21 

Diane Robak  January 22 

Keith Ahonen  January 24 

Kathryn Futhey  January 24 

Terry Lenzen  January 24 

Robert Haugly  January 26 

Francesca Olson January 27 

Stephanie Tell  January 28 

Brooke Peysar  January 30 

Heather Radtke January 30 

Frederick Elling January 31 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin St. John’s Lutheran Church - Aitkin 

Worship services also available on: 

8:00 am each Sunday 



NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 We recently received the following from James and Christel Neuendorf: 

 

The highlight of our month was almost certainly our joint reformation service between both of our 

missions. Although it was raining in a torrential downpour, and our outdoor plans needed to be 

suspended, the Mercy House was packed with people and buzzing with activity. The walls 

echoed with laughter and kids running around, even as the rain beat down on the zinc roof. 

Amazing food was shared and enjoyed by all. There were several visitors who had never 

attended our church before. We sang and sang, old Lutheran chorales and new songs from our 

brand new Latin American hymnal, everyone joined together for a somewhat ridiculous 

reformation drama, and the entire event culminated in the highest attended church service in all 

our years here in Puerto Rico. After receiving our Lord’s Body and Blood together with the entire 

mission on the island, having begun with “A Mighty Fortress,” we ended singing the new spanish 

version of the beloved hymn, “We Praise you and Acknowledge You,” which was translated by a 

friend of ours from Argentina. There was not a dry eye in the sanctuary. 
 

The thing is, we started the day completely discouraged. The amount of rain was significant and 

after so much preparation, it looked like the event would be a complete disaster. 

Standing outside at the grill while completely drenched in rain coats, trying desperately with a 

broom to keep the puddles from getting more than a foot deep, for a moment the absurd notion 

that the event would be a failure entered our thoughts. We had put a lot of work into setting up a 

kind of outdoor festival, and all of it was going to be a complete waste. Of course, we knew 

better, but every missionary knows well what Jonah was thinking when he sat under the shade 

of his plant outside of Nineveh. 
 

What people needed was to receive Christ together and all His gifts. They needed to hear the 

forgiveness of their sins, and not only to hear it from the pulpit, but in the voices of their brothers 

and sisters as they confessed with one voice in the words of the creed and in the songs of the 

church. They needed what only God could give them, His Word and His Sacraments, and the 

Body of Christ in each other. These were gifts richly given, by the 

One from whom all blessings flow! 
 

“Pastor, this was so encouraging and meaningful to me, our hearts leapt within us!” people 

said to me after the worship service. Which is strange, because the rented bouncy castle (A 

Mighty Fortress! Get it?) that took me forever to arrange, lay pathetically unused in the mud 

outside.” 

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please  

place your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 


