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THE WHOLE TRUTH 
 

When I was a kid, there was a bar down the street that was named “The Office.”  

My father always said that was so men could tell their wives “I am staying late at the 

office.”  When my brother was at the University of Minnesota, oftentimes when we 

would call him at his dormitory we were told, “He is at the library.”  We wondered if 

there was a drinking establishment on campus that was named “The Library.”  This 

perhaps illustrates the point that there is a difference between telling the truth and 

the telling the whole truth. 
 

I think Eve and Adam learned that the hard way.  The Devil was telling the truth 

when he said about eating from the tree God had told them not to eat from, “God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened … knowing good and 

evil” (Genesis 3:5).  Their eyes were open, alright; but they were open to see the 

shame they had brought upon themselves.   
 

God spoke the whole truth when He told Adam, “Because you … have eaten of 

the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 

ground because of you. … By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 

you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust and to 

dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:17 & 19).  At our second Lenten service we will 

talk more about “sweat.” 
 

Earlier, God had also spoken the whole truth to 

their tempter.  God promised him, “I will put 

enmity between you and the woman and 

between your offspring and her offspring; he 

shall bruise your head and you shall bruise his 

heel” (Genesis 3:15).  That’s a promise of Jesus.  

The Devil bruised his heel in a figurative sense 

when Jesus died on the cross.  Jesus showed, 

however, that He not only bruised the Devil’s head, 

but crushed it as He rose from the dead.  Because 

that’s true so are these words of Jesus, “If you 

abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free” (John 8:31-32). 

 



Mar  
02 

BLOOD WILL TELL 
Leviticus 17:11 & John 1:7-9 

Mar  
09 

SWEATING IT OUT 
Genesis 3:17-19 & Luke 22:44 

Mar  
16 

HIS TEARS, OUR TEARS,  
NO TEARS 
John 11:35; Luke 19:41-42 &  
Revelation 21:4 

 

Mar  
23 

YOU’VE GOT TO HAVE 
HEART 
Mark 14:34, John 16:22 & 
Ezekiel 36:26 

WEDNESDAYS 
NEW TIME:  

DINNER AT 5:00PM  

 WORSHIP AT 6:00PM 

Mar  
30 

YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS 
Mark 14:41c, Luke 24:39,  
1 Timothy 2:8 &Luke 23:46 

Apr  
06 

VOICES THAT WILL BE 
HEARD 
Psalms 19:1-4a, Luke 23:23, Mark 
15:34-37 & Revelation 5:11-13 

 

S E A S O N  O F  L E N T  

“From agony to ecstasy: blood, sweat, and 

tears; to heart, hands, and voices.” These 

are the themes and titles of our midweek 

Lenten series. Sorry, these sermons will not 

necessarily help you win friends and 

influence people, get along better with your 

family members, or be more successful in 

your profession, but there are more 

important things in life than pleasure and 

success.  The season of Lent.  
 

At the services we are going to talk about 

some very ordinary experiences and 

ingredients in our Lord’s Passion and in our 

own lives: blood, sweat, tears, heart, hands, 

and voices. We will try to demonstrate how 

the agonies of our Lord produced the great 

ecstasies of our faith. 
 

This year we bring back Lenten Suppers at 

5:00 pm and in-house worship at 6:00 pm 

(note new worship time). 
 

Lent worship will not be available on-line 

and we will not be airing these worship 

services on KKIN. 



All are invited to spend a morning with the St. John’s family volunteering to pack 

meals for people in need and having a great time together while doing it. The 

time we spend together packing food could result in enough meals to feed a child 

for a whole year! 
 

There are still plenty of spots open to help pack on Friday, March 11 at the 

Outreach Program / Kids Against Hunger facility (Aitkin kids don’t have 

school). We will meet at church and carpool at 8:45 am. Packing will be from 

10:00 am to 11:30 am. Following packing, we will meet at the Pizza Ranch for 

lunch if you would like.  
 

We do need to let the facility know how  

many people to expect (LIMIT 35), so  

please sign up in the entry at church. Kids 

5 years and up are welcome to pack  

meals. Younger children are welcome,  

but not able to pack food. 
 

We did this service project several years  

ago and we all (kids and adults) had a  

great time. The experience made a real  

impact on all of us. Please join us! 

FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT DAY 
F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  1 1  

24489 HAZELWOOD DRIVE – NISSWA, MN 





ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

JULY 11 – 15 from 9:00 am – 11:30 am 

VBS NEEDS A DIRECTOR 
We have many very dedicated people in our church  

eager to help with VBS this year, but what we really  

need to get planning started is a DIRECTOR. Being a  

director is easier than you might think, as the program  

itself is laid out step-by-step from start to finish. It guides  

VBS leaders through each day with lesson plans, snacks,  

games, and song. We are asking that you prayerfully  

consider this position, as it is key in the start of planning. 

We also have a few more open spots to volunteer during  

VBS. Be sure to look at the sign-up in the entry way of church and sign up. The 

kids are depending on you! This is a great way to meet new people and grow 

existing friendships as we work together to create an adventure our children will 

not soon forget. If you would like to volunteer for this position, contact Janice 

Hawkins. Thank you! 

REGISTER FOR VBS TODAY! 

Online registration is open at www.stjohnaitkin.org. Sign your kids up early to 

help us will planning for materials. Each family will receive a CD that includes 

all the songs we will be singing throughout VBS. It’s going to be a great week!  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US 
             Thank you so much to all who supported our ACT group during their  

             Super Bowl Sub and Snack sale last month. With your support, our  

           ACT group raised over $1500 in sales and donations!  Thank you  

       also to all who donated sub sandwich ingredients and snacks to sell  

   during the event. We are so blessed to have such an amazing and  

  supportive congregation.  
 

Our young people look forward to hosting Ash Wednesday  
supper on March 2 at 5:30 pm before worship at 6:00 pm. 



Chicken Breast 
 
 

Dressing 
Vegetable 

Strawberry Poke Cake 

Mashed Potatoes & 
Gravy 

-  

                         The chicken dinner is a big event for St. John’s and we need help                     

                              to make it a success! 
 

                         There is a sign-up sheet for donations and helping the night of the 

event in the church fellowship. Cash donations are also appreciated to help defer 

cost of the event. If you are not able to sign up at church, please call Joy Janzen at 

218-927-6119. 

• Donations needed: potatoes, white cake mix, strawberry jello, 

whipped fluffy white frosting. 

• Night of the Event: we need cashiers, take-out runners, delivery 

drivers, and kitchen helpers 
 

St. John’s is hosting a Chicken 

Dinner, but all orders will be carry-

out only. Call the church at 218-

927-3170 between 10am – 4pm on 

Friday, April 29 to order.  
 

• Pick-up orders: available from 5pm – 6pm.  

• Deliveries (city of Aitkin): start at 4:30pm. 

• Cost:   Adults - $10  

     6 to 12 years - $5 

     5 years and under are FREE 

   

Thank You! 
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The St. John’s Brass Ensemble is excited 

to announce the addition of Gregg Neutz 

on trumpet to the group. The ensemble is 

enthusiastic to be in front of the 

congregation again on Sunday, March 13 

during worship. In addition, the group will 

be hosting Fellowship following 

worship on Sunday, March 13 to raise 

sdf 

BRASS ENSEMBLE NEWS 

money for new music books.  We thank you for all your support of this group. 

They are a very welcomed addition to our Sunday Worship.  

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP 

CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
St. John’s is providing $100.00 or one 

half of the cost of camp (whichever is 

greater) for any of our kids who would 

like to attend a summer program at 

Lutheran Island Camp. Go to 

www.islandcamp.org to check out 

summer camps. If you have questions, 

call Debbie Schultz, 927-6250. 

LENTEN SUPPER MENU 

Mar  
30 

Apr  
06 

Men’s Bible Study 
Burgers 

Group 1 
Mystery Meal 

Mar  
23 

Group 4 
Tater Tot Hot Dish 

Mar  
16 

Woman’s Bible Study 
Chicken/Dressing Hot Dish 

Mar  
30 

Group 2 
Wild Rice Soup / Chili 

Mar  
23 

ACT 
Sloppy Joe 

ST. JOHN’S CIRCLE  

SPREADING JOY 
In February, our Circle  

group packed boxes of  

homemade goodies and 

treats to students attending college or 

in the military. Thank you for 

remembering our young adults as they 

venture from home and continue their 

education/military achievements. 



Hunter Westerlund March 02 

Monica Lovsness March 03 

Sally Fenner  March 04 

Eric O'Neil  March 04 

Ted Hasskamp  March 08 

Sarah Warriner  March 08 

Theresa Bartel  March 09 

James Bartel  March 09 

Maria Hasskamp March 09 

Dan Witt  March 09 

Lydia Kleinhans March 10 

Melissa Ness  March 10 

Jason Torgerson March 10 

Andrew Nixon  March 11 

Stacey Borgman March 12 

Beckett Pearson March 12 

Melinda Betley  March 13 

Christine Miller  March 13 

Randy Quale  March 13 

Charles Wikelius March 13 

Kaleb Bauer  March 15 

Jessica Schultz March 17 

Isabelle Harmon March 18 

Briana Otto  March 18 

Kevin Rom  March 18 

Bruce Sanvig  March 18 

Travis Torgerson March 18 

Terry Urban  March 18 

Kathy Hanlon  March 19 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Paula Morgan  March 19 

Cynthia Priem  March 21 

Nathan Rom  March 21 

Barbara Woodrow March 21 

Amber Borgman March 22 

Jennifer Monse March 22 

Emily Davis  March 23 

Karl Geidans  March 23 

Roger Renstrom March 23 

Eric Wold  March 24 

Noah Carlson  March 25 

Marrissa Sterling March 25 

Douglas Hamdorf March 25 

Gina Wold  March 25 

Jonathan Buhlmann March 26 

Jeanie Christian March 26 

Dennis Ruschmeier March 26 

Levi Flerlage  March 27 

Sarah Salmon  March 27 

Paige Harmon  March 28 

Tanner Johnson March 28 

Katelyn Sarlette March 28 

Kyle Bleeker  March 29 

Maggie Borseth March 29 

Kyle Priem  March 29 

Gabriel Carlstrom March 29 

Jennifer Weimer March 30 

Bryan Haugly  March 31 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place 

your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 
 

In December, the Rev. James & Deaconess Christel Neuendorf, our Together in 

Mission Missionaries, sent the following: 
 

English has continued to be a way for our churches to reach out into the 

community. The English program is coordinated by Missionary Ruth Maita. Classes 

are taught by Missionary Christel Neuendorf and Evangelist William Torres with 

assistance from Missionary Ashley Lehr and church members José and Idaliz. 

Classes are on Tuesday in Mayaguez and Thursday in Ponce with each session 

beginning with a short English devotional by one of our pastors. These sessions of 

classes incorporate Bible passages and questions related to the topic being 

discussed in the course book.  
 

At the end of each class the teachers ask the students for prayer requests, offer a 

closing prayer, and let the students know that we are praying for them during the 

week in our services. This has led to some wonderful pastoral conversations and 

allowed for follow up each week. 
 

During a couple of Wednesday fellowship nights, church member, Sandra Lopez, 

taught a couple of card making classes. These cards were used to give our English 

students encouragement and to let them know the church is praying for them.  The 

cards read, "Thank you for coming to our church and participating in our English 

classes. Have courage, we are praying for you.” 

 
 

 

 

Sandra found our church through our online 

presence. She had belonged to a WELS 

congregation on the other side of the island 

and after moving to Mayaguez, was desiring 

to attend a Confessional Lutheran Church 

again. After catechism classes, she was 

confirmed on December 24, 2021. 

 


